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Budget Bill 

It would be harsh indeed not to have sympathy for a government trying to set a budget in the midst of a 

pandemic with uncertainty about what Westminster is going to do. And it is certainly welcome that the 
Scottish Government has rejected the idea of a pay freeze ( the proposals for raising wages seem wholly 
inadequate to reward those whose efforts have got us through this pandemic – but that will be a matter for 

negotiation.) 

It is however very difficult indeed to sympathise with the Scottish Government’s seemingly hard wired in 
policy of underfunding of Local Government.  Providing what amounts to (at best) an inflation matching rise 
to last year’s woefully inadequate revenue budget with a real terms reduction in capital. We aren’t always 
COSLA’s biggest friends – but they don’t think this is a fair settlement for Local Government - we agree. 

 

 

 

Expensive private sector should be last 

resort for COVID vaccination programme 

UNISON has written to Jeane Freeman Scottish Cabinet Secretary 

for Health today to request that she instruct health boards only to 

use independent contractors as a last resort rather than offering 

them work ahead of their own NHS and bank staff – for the COVID 

vaccination programme. Read full letter. 
 

 

Scottish government reply to No Going Back To Normal campaign  

 

  

https://mailchi.mp/e720cf5dd84b/unison-week-309-scottish-budget-vaccinators-more?e=6345b859c4
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/23634/Fair-Funding-for-LG-18-Feb-2021.pdf
https://www.unison-scotland.org/expensive-private-sector-should-be-last-resort-for-covid-vaccination-programme-says-unison/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/scottish-government-reply-to-no-going-back-to-normal-campaign/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/expensive-private-sector-should-be-last-resort-for-covid-vaccination-programme-says-unison/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/oneteam2k-nhs-pay-rise-campaign/


 

 

UNISON launches information guide on £500 

‘bonus’ payment for health and social care 

workers 
  

The guide, which has been produced in conjunction with the Child 

Poverty Action Group, outlines the interaction between the bonus 

and the benefits system to enable members to make an informed 

choice. 
 

Independent Review of Adult Social Care – MSP Briefing  

 

NPF4 Position Statement Consultation Response  

 

 

Introducing Free Freedom of Information Training and Briefing 

Guide 

It is simple and straightforward for anyone to use their information rights and make a Freedom of 

Information (FOI) request. However, many people might feel a little unsure and could find some 

training helpful. We are organising some free online training for UNISON members in May.  

UNISON is pleased to be working with the Campaign for Freedom of Information in Scotland (CFoIS) 

who have produced this briefing/guide. The CFoIS will deliver Using Your FOI Rights training in a 2 

hour online session. Dates will be publicised in early March here and in emails to branch secretaries 

and on social media.  Further details here. 
 

 

 

NHS staff: the terrible toll of COVID-

19 on mental health 
For almost a year, UNISON members have been 
confronted with the harrowing impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. And for those working to 
provide healthcare for the public, the relentless 
exposure to death, disease and uncertainty is 
causing widespread distress. Our report reveals 
that the pandemic is causing health staff to suffer 
panic attacks, sleepless nights and other problems, 
as the demands upon them show no sign of 
lessening. 

 

 

 

Pay Fair for Care  

 

 

https://www.unison-scotland.org/unison-launches-information-guide-on-500-bonus-payment-for-health-and-social-care-workers/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/msp-briefing-on-the-national-care-service/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/npf4-position-statement-consultation-response/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/foi-briefing-introducing-foi-free-training-scottish-public-information-forum/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/foi-briefing-introducing-foi-free-training-scottish-public-information-forum/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/foi-briefing-introducing-foi-free-training-scottish-public-information-forum/
https://magazine.unison.org.uk/2021/02/11/nhs-staff-the-terrible-toll-of-covid-19-on-mental-health/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/article/2021/02/stand-care-workers-passionate-call-unison-rally/
https://www.unison-scotland.org/unison-launches-information-guide-on-500-bonus-payment-for-health-and-social-care-workers/
https://magazine.unison.org.uk/2021/02/11/nhs-staff-the-terrible-toll-of-covid-19-on-mental-health/


 

 

Make sure you register to 

vote and on May 6 use 

your vote for public 

services, and those who 

deliver them.  

 

 

 

PICK OF THE MEDIA 
 

19/02/21      morningstaronline.co.uk 

UNISON warns against use of ‘expensive’ private-sector staff to roll out vaccine programme in 

Scotland. 

 
23/02/21          heraldscotland.com 

Pension funds should be investing in the future not in fossil fuels  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

19/02/21          heraldscotland.com 

Councils warn over £500m Covid funding black hole amid budget plea. 

 
18/02/21       theconversation.com 

Billionaires are a luxury that the planet can’t afford. 

 
17/02/21         unison.org.uk 

New report by UNISON reveals women on frontline feeling pressures at work and home. 

 
17/02/21        healthandcare.scot 

“We call on the Scottish Government to reflect on this obvious inequality and injustice and extend 

the ‘thank you’ payment to all frontline social care staff as they promised they would.”  UNISON 

Scotland Branch Secretary Robin Taggart. 

 

 

 

 

 

Get help to keep warm 
 

UNISON's There for You Winter Fuel Grant programme for 

2021 opens on Monday 25 January. Grants of up to £200  will 

be available to help UNISON members with fuel bills.  

 

https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/unison-warns-against-use-of-expensive-private-sector-staff-to-roll-out-vaccine-programme-in-scotland
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/unison-warns-against-use-of-expensive-private-sector-staff-to-roll-out-vaccine-programme-in-scotland
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19110038.scottish-councils-invest-millions-fossil-fuel-firms/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19101793.councils-warn-500m-covid-funding-black-hole-amid-budget-plea/
https://theconversation.com/private-planes-mansions-and-superyachts-what-gives-billionaires-like-musk-and-abramovich-such-a-massive-carbon-footprint-152514
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-release/2021/02/women-frontline-feeling-pressures-work-home-pandemic-says-unison/
https://healthandcare.scot/mobile_default.asp?page=story&story=2465&fbclid=IwAR2rE4MSu8dqMys4YGzIXg-Y06kf8amD9nUiZ5UCQLhjapeO4nD-iKViZtw
https://healthandcare.scot/mobile_default.asp?page=story&story=2465&fbclid=IwAR2rE4MSu8dqMys4YGzIXg-Y06kf8amD9nUiZ5UCQLhjapeO4nD-iKViZtw
https://www.unison-scotland.org/make-sure-you-get-your-vote-on-may-6/
https://www.unison.org.uk/winterfuel


  

 

 

If you are a member and you are experiencing financial 

difficulties, whatever the circumstances, There for 

You can offer you support. We can provide one-off 

grants to those in difficulty due to coronavirus, or other 

financial assistance for those experiencing unexpected 

hardship. 

 

 

  

 

 

Learning in Lockdown 

Make the most of staying at home and 

learn with us - we've got loads of free 

online courses for members 

> find out more 

 

 

https://www.unison.org.uk/get-help/services-support/there-for-you/financial-assistance/
https://www.unison.org.uk/get-help/services-support/there-for-you/financial-assistance/
https://learning.unison.org.uk/2021/01/06/new-year-new-opportunities
https://www.unison-scotland.org/coronavirus-covid-19-your-rights-at-work/
https://www.unison.org.uk/get-help/services-support/there-for-you/financial-assistance/
https://unison-scotland.org/coronavirus-all-members-how-to-contact-us/
https://learning.unison.org.uk/2021/01/06/new-year-new-opportunities


 

UNISON - ALWAYS WITH YOU 

 

 

   

 
 

TOOLKIT  

 

Public Works is the UNISON Scotland 
campaign for jobs, services, fair taxation 
and a Living Wage… 
and against austerity. This toolkit provides 
branches with campaign resources to save 
our public services from the cuts driven by 
an austerity that is a political choice not an 
economic necessity. 

 

 

 

http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/
https://join.unison.org.uk/
https://join.unison.org.uk/
http://www.unison-scotland.org/campaigns/public-works/toolkit/

