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The current pay deal for NHS staff contains a ‘reopener clause’. What that means is that rather
than the deal that was signed being the definitive last word, unions can come back at a later date

and ask that the settlement be looked at again.

That’s what UNISON asked for - and that’s what the Scottish Government, in the person of Health
Secretary Jeanne Freeman, said they would do. All well and good you might think. This is how
industrial relations is meant to work. The unions point to the agreement - then both sides get
round the table to talk about it. Aye, but... having agreed to reopen the current pay deal the

Scottish Government gave every appearance of not to move on to next year’s deal.

To say this was disappointing is a bit of an understatement. UNISON isn’t prepared to allow sleight
of hand to stop under pressure NHS staff getting the money they deserve. We have authorised a
consultative ballot of NHS staff on the possibility of industrial action. Thatis being done with great
reluctance and not becuse we want to disrupt the NHS. It isn't being driven by greed, or mindless
militancy or any of the other insults that are thrown whenever union members look for fairness

- but out of a belief that when promises are made by Government then they should be kept. The
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Scottish Government agreed to the deal with the reopener clause and Jeanne Freeman agreed to

reopen. All we are asking is that they keep those promises -pay up now.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

No Going Back To Normal

UNISON Welcomes Testing for Homecare Services in Scotland

UNCRC adoption - priceless

The Scottish Government intend to adopt the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in Scots
Law to the maximum extent possible. We wholeheartedly support this. What we are less
convinced about is the Scottish Government's confidence that all of the policy implications of
this can be met from within existing budgets. The First Minister asserts that the implications
of this legislation will be "profound" far reaching and long lasting".. but seemingly won't come
at any financial cost. This sounds too good to be true - as we point out in our submission on
the Bill

UNISON Scotland has been submitted evidence to the
Treasury review Of the issues raised by the McCloud
Judgement
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PICK OF THE MEDIA
22/10/20 stuc.org.uk

Job Support Scheme: Concerted pressure forces concessions from Chancellor, but low paid
workers facing massive hardship - STUC General Secretary

22/10/20 morningstaronline.co.uk
The quickest way to tackle poverty is decent public services says UNISON NEC member Kate
Ramsden.

21/10/20 commuitycare.co.uk
Questions to which the answers don't involve rocket science no 23

Why is there a recruitment and retention crisis in care?

20/10/20 cosla.gov.uk
We aren't always CoSLA's biggest fans - but there isn't much to disagree with in this plea for fair

funding

20/10/20 holyrood.com
UNISON Scotland calls for funding to back incorporation of the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

Coronavirus:
your rights at
work

Read our Q&A ™"

COVID-19
response fund

we’re there for you

public service union

If you are a member and you are experiencing financial
difficulties, whatever the circumstances, There for
You can offer you support. We can provide one-off grants
to those in difficulty due to coronavirus, or other financial
assistance for those experiencing unexpected hardship.
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UNISON members in Scotland who
need advice during Coronavirus

a Please speak to your workplace rep first. If possible.

Glasgow: 0141 342 2899
Aberdeen: 01224 620624
Inverness: 01463 715891

When you call us you will be asked to leave a message, please do and we will
get back to you as soon as we can.

%
For membership enquiries: 0131 226 0090 UN,€ON

8 membershipassistancescotland@unison.co.uk :
Scotland

UNISON - ALWAYS WITH YOU
Join UNISON now p
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PUBLIC
WORKS:

TOOLKIT

Public Works is the UNISON Scotland
campaign for jobs, services, fair taxation
and a Living Wage...

and against austerity. This toolkit provides
branches with campaign resources to save
our public services from the cuts driven by
an austerity that is a political choice not an
economic necessity.
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